
[image: image1]

Guidelines for applicants

SAFEFOODERA

Our vision is to build a staircase to European excellence in food safety research programming through trust and mutual understanding.

Pilot call

Funding of R&D projects on

Topic 1: Assessment of information for the identification of emerging risks

&

Topic 2: Pathogen free food production chain

&

Topic 3: Foodborne Zoonoses

1 Introduction
The purpose of this document is to provide interested parties with necessary information about their potential participation in this pilot call for proposals.

The SAFEFOODERA project is an initiative funded by the 6th R&D EU Framework Programme, under the ERA-NET scheme, in which 21 countries/regions are participating.

The primary objective is to establish a European platform for protecting consumers against health risks from the consumption of food through a co-ordination action ERA-NET of 15 Member States, 3 Associated Countries and 2 regional organisations representing in total 480 million European citizens.

This pilot call will help the SAFEFOODERA consortium to better organise and run subsequent full trans-national programmes (larger number of countries and topics and with larger budgets).

SAFEFOODERA is launching a call on “Assessment of information for the identification of Emerging Risks”, “Pathogen free food production chain” and “Foodborne zoonosis”. In total in this initiative the SAFEFOODERA partners have a budget of approx. 2.3 million Euros to cover the three topics. 


SAFEFOODERA invites applicants, such as researchers and research institutions, industry, industry organisations and authorities to submit project proposals. The funding for the topics “Assessment of information for the identification of Emerging Risks” and “Pathogen free food production chain” will be from a central budget (common pot call = similar to the principle in FP6). “Foodborne zoonosis” will be subject to a national financing mechanisms and rules (distributed call).


These countries/regions have given their confirmation for participation in:


The common pot for “Assessment of information for the identification of emerging risks” 

· Germany, Netherlands, Nordic Innovation Centre (Denmark*, Finland*, Iceland, Norway, Sweden*), Norway, Portugal and Iceland.

· Total budget available is 435 000 Euros.

The common pot for “the Pathogen free food production chain”
· Basque Country, Cyprus, Nordic Innovation Centre (Denmark*, Finland*, Iceland, Norway, Sweden), Sweden, UK, Norway and Iceland.

· Total budget available is app. 425 000 Euros
The distributed pot for Foodborne Zoonoses
· Basque Country, Cyprus, Germany, UK, Netherlands, Nordic Council of Ministers (Denmark*, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden*), Norway, Finland, Portugal, Iceland and Latvia. 

· Total budget available is approx. 1. 5 million Euros
* Partners from this country in this topic cannot be project coordinator/consortium leader.

Participants from the mentioned countries/regions can be funded. In the common pot according to common rules (see section 5.1) and in the distributed pot according to their national/regional rules (see section 5.2.1). 

Participants from other countries/regions are welcome to participate in both types of pots but they will not receive any funding from the common pots.
2 Basic requirements

This pilot call will cover subjects for the food sector which aim to improve safety, health and wellbeing for the consumer. The funded projects will be trans-national. 

The proposal language will be English for outline proposals and the integrated project plan for full proposals. Individual submissions to the national programmes for the distributed pot call at the full proposal stage can be in the national language.

2.1 Type of projects

Projects must be trans-national and address issue(s) outlined in the topic descriptions in section 2.3. Projects should last no more than one year and are likely to be more applied in nature – the aim is to contribute to/develop practical and pragmatic solutions to the issues outlined. 

Each project proposal will only be evaluated in one topic group. There is no extra benefit in combining the different topics in one proposal 

2.2 Consortia composition

The minimal requirement for a project is participation from at least 3 different countries/regions in the call of the topic. Partners can be research facilities of any type from the public or private sector (academia, companies, public sector laboratories etc). If the knowledge necessary to carry out the project is not available in the countries/regions participating in the topic other European countries can be involved in the project. They will normally not receive direct funding from the common pot (see 2.2.1 and 2.2.2).

A consortium agreement is required for all projects.

The R&D and innovation work should be distributed equally among the partners participating in the project (i.e. one partner should not carry out significant amount of the project work whereas other partners only have a minimal role). Each partner is expected to play a significant role in the project.

The Consortium will select one representative to act as Project Co-ordinator, referred to as Consortium Leader

2.2.1 Common pot 

Partners from the participating regions/countries can be involved in the consortia, and may receive funding. Partners from other countries which do not take part in this call may be part of a project consortium, if their contribution is essential to reach the project goals, but normally without funding

Subcontractors can be included and may participate in accordance with the contract conditions. 

2.2.2 Distributed pot

Partners from the participating regions and countries can be involved in the consortia, and may receive funding from national/regional sources according to national/regional rules. Other partners from other countries which do not take part in this call may be part of a project consortium, if their contribution is essential to reach the project goals. They may receive funding if permitted under the national/regional rules. Subcontractors can be included and may participate in accordance with the national/regional funding regulations.

In formulating a proposal it is important that not only the project coordinator/consortium leader, but also every partner of the consortium is in direct contact with the funding agency of his own country/region to ensure compliance and eligibility with the national/regional rules, and to obtain advice for modifications if necessary.

2.3 Fields covered by the call

The following topic list is guidance to potential project leaders and participants. Each proposal has to fit in one of these topics. The potential participants have to be aware of the difference in the funding of each of the topics.

2.3.1 Topic 1 Assessment of information for the identification of emerging risks

Introduction

The improvement of the management of microbial and chemical risks is a crucial part of any coherent, effective and dynamic food policy. It also includes the responsibility to set up a pan-European system for the identification and evaluation of emerging risks
 (i.e. EFSA’s Founding Regulation (EC) No 178/2002, Article 34). Such a system should be based on concerted monitoring procedures for systematic searching for collecting, collating and analysing information and data with a view to the identification of emerging risks
. This outlines the necessity of a national, regional and international networking to avoid ‘surprising’ food scares in the future. In this regard starting points are: 1) anticipation of events (e.g. an increase or decrease of an indicator
) as opposed to responding to them and 2) early report of the occurrence of a (re-)emerging hazard that has not yet become a risk or exceeded already a certain standard or benchmark. The information necessary for the identification of emerging risks is likely to be drawn from a combination of knowledge both from inside as well as from outside the food supply chain (i.e. covering the fork to farm continuum and its host environment). 

According to this “holistic” vision it is postulated that indicators should primarily be sought in three influential sectors
: agriculture, public health & welfare and environment & energy, because of the close proximity of these indicators (and their provided signals) to the actual food or feed related emerging hazard.

Objective 

Within the framework of SAFEFOODERA, funding is to be provided with the aim to assist in building its capability to identify and evaluate food and feed related emerging risks and procedures for transmission of the required information. The purpose is to create a sustainable platform/network of sources that will provide the specified information. 

Project proposals must clearly develop approaches to define the nature of information and the frequency of obtaining this information. Secondly, key information sources should be identified like databases, search engines, scientific experts or expert networks, which can be obtained in due time. Thirdly, recommendations should be made on how to organise the envisaged pan-European networking of sources.

Proposals should focus on one of the following subjects:

1. Nature of information

Priorities of study are:

· what type of information do we need?

· do we need to distinguish between information on new and re-emerging hazards?

· what criteria must the information meet and how to handle these criteria?

· do we need to distinguish between verifiable and non-verifiable information?

· when do we need the required information?

· at what time intervals should we receive the specified information?

2. Source of information


Priorities of study are:

· what type of information source do we need?

· what criteria should the source meet and how to handle these criteria?

· what are existing and missing sources?

· how do we get these sources into a network?

· are there any barriers?

· how do we proceed if the source is not available (yet) or not accessible (yet)?

2.3.2 Topic 2: Pathogen free food production chain

Introduction

Preventing problems with food borne pathogens and the supply of safe food is a perpetual challenge. Implementation of cost effective control strategies in an evolving food production chain would benefit from novel approaches to produce food safely, and design and evaluate food safety systems.

Food safety management has undergone changes during recent years with the introduction of management systems based upon HACCP principles. Another new concept in food safety is the application of Microbial Risk Analysis (MRA), a systematic approach for assessing, managing and communicating risks of food borne diseases. Elements in MRA include the identification and quantification of hazards along the food chain, and can be used to measure the effect of different interventions and identify the optimal control strategy. MRA is currently used by organisations such as WHO, EFSA and food authorities, but has not been fully utilized by food chain stakeholders.

Development of applicable innovative tools and practices are needed to facilitate improved application of MRA throughout the food chain resulting in efficient HACCP based control of food borne pathogens.

Objective

Within the framework of SAFEFOODERA, funding is to be provided for projects aiming at controlling food borne pathogens along the food production chain to ensure safe food for the consumer.

Project proposals must clearly develop tools and practices based on scientific data about microbiological hazards for the assessment and management of the risk by food chain stakeholders. This objective should be met by a study of specified food production chains in partnership with food business operators. Of particular interest are production chains for ready-to-eat or minimally processed convenience foods (e.g. fresh cut vegetables, smoked salmon, fermented sausage, sliced cured meats, prepared foods, vegetable purée) and the elimination of relevant hazards such as VTEC, Listeria monocytogenes and spore forming bacteria.
Proposals should include one or several of the following subjects:

1. The use of probability simulations for exposure assessment along the production chain.

· Quantification of microbial activity (growth, survival, virulence) taking into account of relevant factors (processing, storage, food formulation)

· Data on post processing survival and growth of bacterial spores and vegetative cells

· Improved understanding of microbial response along complex food chains

2. Identification and application of new approaches to safe food production.

· Decontamination/preservation processes or technologies

· Prevention and elimination of vegetative and spore forming bacteria

· Solutions for a microbial-free processing environment

· Improved knowledge using DNA based technologies

· Development of new rapid and cheap detection methods

3. Data based tools for quantitative microbial risk assessment and decision support.

· Modelling tools for exposure assessments

· Tools for assessment of measures for improved product safety

· Decision tools for improved safety management

4. How to take into account the role of cross contamination.

· Generation of data for quantification of microbial contamination

· Modelling of cross contamination

· Colonization, persistence and virulence of bacteria on surfaces

2.3.3 topic 3: Foodborne Zoonoses

Introduction

The European Union has recently re-defined its strategy for control of foodborne zoonoses by the Directive 99/2003 on monitoring of zoonoses and zoonotic agents. The Directive requires that EU Member States collect relevant and comparable data on zoonotic agents, mainly at the level of primary production, following the principle “safe food from safe animals”. The surveillance activities aim at providing data to be used for the evaluation of trends and sources at the EU level and as a basis for risk assessment in this field. 

Objective 

Within the framework of SAFEFOODERA, funding is to be provided for projects aiming at integrating veterinary and medical laboratory-based surveillances as a crucially important added value in foodborne zoonoses control. Medical, veterinary, and food reference laboratories should compare and harmonise their methods and possibly share their databases. In most countries this integration is scarce and should be therefore encouraged.

Finally, the project must clearly develop approaches for joint reports comparing serotype, phagetype and antibiotic resistance profile of the isolates from human infections with those from animals, food and the environment. This would greatly contribute to the understanding of the transmission mechanisms of such infections to humans. 

Proposals should include one or several of the following subjects:

1.
Role of specific immunity in risk reduction of human infections during exposure to Campylobacter via broilers at slaughter age.

· influence of exposure;

· relevance of specific immunity;

· human epidemiology of Campylobacteriosis;

· modulation of specific immunity;

· protecting factors in feed. 

2. Identification of risks that ubiquitous Verocytotoxin-producing Escherichia coli (VTEC) reservoir represents for generating new human pathogenic VTEC. 

· variants which threaten human health.

· faecal contamination;

· variation in pathogenicity factors and mobile genetic elements;

· horizontal gene transfer. 

3. Development of methods for source attribution for the zoonotic pathogens Campylobacter and Verocytotoxin-producing Escherichia coli (VTEC).

· impact of important sources and pathways;

· methods to quantify the contribution of each of the possible sources;

· temporal-spatial modelling;

· data on other factors of potential importance for the occurrence and spread. 

4. Dose response relationships of the zoonotic agent Campylobacter chain taking into account of relevant influencing factors (host-, pathogen- and vehicle (food) related factors). Note that the UK funding partner will not fund proposals falling within this subtopic.
2.4 Project duration

The maximum duration of projects will be 12 months.

3 Joint call time schedule

The time schedule for this pilot call will be as follows:

· 29th September 2006 Joint call was officially agreed at the ESC meeting in den Haag and become announced at www.safefoodera.net the 6th October 2006
· 15th December 2006 Deadline for proposal submission using the proposal form (17:00, Brussels time)

· 15th March 2007 Communication of the evaluation results. Contract negotiation process starts, following common rules coordinated by Nordic Innovation Centre.

· 1st April 2007 Kick Off of the financed projects.

4 Application procedures
The beneficiaries of this pilot call will be partners located in the countries/regions specifically participating in each of the topics to each topic. The project coordinator/ consortium leader will submit the proposal to SAFEFOODERA.

The countries/regions which have given their preliminary confirmation for participation as funders in the 3 topics are given in Section 1.

The national contacts within each country are given in section 6.
4.1 Project proposal submission

Project preparation:

The project proposal must be submitted by the project coordinator/ consortium leader by uploading it in the Call section of the SAFEFOODERA website (www.safefoodera.net ), and by using the proposal form which is available on the SAFEFOODERA website and as a part of this document (see Section 7). Only proposals submitted before 15th December 2006 (17:00 Brussels time) will be accepted for evaluation. The project proposal must be in English.

Note: Other complementary information, such as detailed financial information, may be requested by the national/regional agencies in the topic 3: Foodborne zoonosis. Each project partner should contact its national/regional agency (see Section 6) regarding complementary information before the project submission deadline (15th December 2006).

The project proposal must provide the following information:

Proposal form (see section 7):

· Project title

· Project owner and project coordinator/consortium leader
· Participants
· Summary page 

· Scientific and technological objective and state of the  art 

· Relevance of the objective to the priorities in the SAFEFOODERA selected topics 

· Potential impact 
· Quality assurance

· A Plan for follow up of results  

· Success criteria
· Organisation and management 
· Workprogram:

- Description of tasks and role of partners

· Deliverables
· Communication plan 

· Resources for the project (personal and laboratories)
· Detailed budget plan for the project as a whole and for each partner. 

Submitting the proposal:

The project proposal will be submitted by the project coordinator/consortium leader by uploading the project proposal (PDF-format) in the SAFEFOODERA website (www.safefoodera.net ). Click on the Call banner and follow the instructions.

This documentation must be sent by 15th December 2006 (17:00 Brussels time), at the latest.

An e-mail confirming the correct submission of the proposal will be sent within 1 week to the project coordinator/consortium leader. If there is any information provided in the application which is considered confidential, this should be clearly indicated together with a brief statement of the reason. Alternatively, applicants could provide confidential information in a separate cross referenced annex to the application.

Evaluation:

The proposals will be evaluated following the evaluation criteria (see Section 4.3). The results of the evaluation will be provided to the project coordinator/ consortium leader.

4.2 Handling of application

	
	Common pot (Emerging Risk and Pathogen Free)


	Distributed pot (Foodborne zoonoses)

	Receiving of applications
	NICe (web-site tool at www.safefoodera.net)
	NICe (web-site tool at www.safefoodera.net) and in some cases the national/regional funding agency additional schemes.


	Registration
	NICe delivers to TFG (Funders Group) for pre-evaluation of proposals for the relevance of objectives according to the call.
	NICe deliver to involved national/regional agencies for pre-evaluation.  The pre-evaluation criteria are the national/regional relevance and priority. 


	Pre-evaluation
	NICe collects the pre-evaluation reports
	NICe collects the pre-evaluation reports



	Evaluation
	The Panel of Independent Experts performs an evaluation according to the call criteria 
	The Panel of Independent Experts performs an evaluation according to the call criteria and includes the pre-evaluation reports in the consensus report.


	Funding acceptance
	The Funders Group decides  
	The Funders Group decides 

 

	Contract negotiation
	NICe negotiates the contract
	The national/regional funding agencies negotiates individually the contracts and when finishes report to NICe. 



	Contract signature
	NICe signs the contract on behalf of SAFEFOODERA


	NICe collects the report and when all is finish the national/regional funding agency can sign the contracts. 




4.3 Evaluation criteria

The evaluation criteria are: 
i. Relevance according to the call

ii. Objectives

iii. State of the art

iv. Deliverables and milestones (hereby value for money)

v. Work programme and scientific quality
vi. Organizational management

vii. European dimension

viii. Communication plan

ix. Sucess criteria

x. Plan for Follow up of the proposal results

In the distributed pot there might be some extra criteria in the individual countries/regions, please see section 5.2.1.

4.4 Contracts and Consortium Agreement

A consortium agreement between all the project partners must be established to regulate, as minimum, the following issues:

· Identity of the partners

· Ownership and use of intellectual property rights

· Contributions of each partner to the project

· Confidentiality

· Publications

4.4.1 Common pot

Contracts related to funding aspects and reporting will have to be signed following the centrally agreed rules (see section 8). A draft of the consortium agreement must be ready, by the negotiation phase. 

4.4.2 Distributed

Contracts related to funding aspects will have to be signed following the national/regional agencies’ rules. Hence, technical as well as financial reporting will have to be made according to the national/regional rules and will be agreed during the contract negotiation process. A draft of the consortium agreement should be ready, by the negotiation phase. 

However, national funding partners will not be in a position to sign their national contracts until all national contracts relating to consortium members in a successful proposal are ready for signature.

4.5 Project Reporting and Project Monitoring

This guideline applies for all topics. For the distributed pot in topic 3 the projects have to contact the national/regional contacts for any extra provisions. 

4.5.1 Guidelines for 3 monthly reports 

Status report is due by every 3rd month, and should contain the following elements:

1. 
Milestone plan (incl. communication activities)

- If the project has developed a milestone plan, it should report on deviations and results compared to this plan

- If the project does not have a milestone plan, the report should contain information about activities that have been carried through the past year (incl. communication activities), problems/challenges that have arisen in connection with these activities and other important/central incidents from the previous year. 

2.
Problems/challenges/deviances


List changes within the participant group, unanticipated expenses/earnings etc

3. 
Indications, preliminary conclusions and results. 

Account for indications, preliminary conclusions and results that have been revealed thus far in the project. 

A form for the reporting will be available at www.safefoodera.net. 

4.5.2 Administrative report by project finalization

Administrative report is due by the end date of the project, and should contain the following elements:

1. 
Milestone plan (incl. communication activities)

- The project should report on results and deviations compared to the project’s milestone plan (prepared at the beginning of the project)

The milestone plan can be presented through a figure showing progress in time and linked to activities. 

2. 
Audited account

3. 
List of participants


Name and contact information of participating organizations and persons

4. 
List of other National/regional, European or international projects where your project has been participating/cooperative network
5. 
Address list of target groups for distribution of information regarding your project

6. 
Invoice 

4.5.3 Guidelines for technical report at the end of the project

All technical reports should contain the following required items:

· Front page: 
· Title of the report

· Month and year of publication

· Main author(s) (person)

· Page 2: (Participants)

· Name of participants and organisations involved in the project, steering group, etc.

· Page 3: (Fact-sheet)

· Title and project number

· Author(s) and organization(s), incl. contact information

· Key words: For libraries, search engines and other reference purposes

· Abstract: Very brief outline of the project. Only including the most important elements. Max. 250 words.

· Page 4: (Executive summary: Total 2-3 pages)

· Main objectives: Short and concise, list the most important objectives in the project, and discuss whether these objectives have been met. Please relate to the objectives listed in the application/contract.

· Method/implementation: How has the project been implemented? Which methods have been used?

· Concrete results and conclusions: What have been the most important results and conclusions? Who has benefited from these results?

· Recommendations: The project participant’s recommendations for further work within this field. NB! Target group specific recommendations. Who should act upon the results? Why and how?

· Language: The content of the pages outlined above is to be written in English.

· Font: Times New Roman size 12; page numbers: I. II, III, IV etc.
· Target group: The Executive Summary (the first 4-7 pages, where the content is described above) should address the general public. The main section of the report should address the specialists.

· Main section of the report

After the Executive Summary (the first 4-7 pages, where the content is described above), comes the main section of the report. This part may be formed after the project’s own wishes and needs, and should contain more detailed information about the work and the outcome of your project (e.g. technical details, description of methods, details about case-studies, proto-types, etc.). The length may also vary from e.g. 15 to 150 pages. 
The projects may also choose to add special documents, for example a guideline or handbook, as an appendix.

The report shall have a standard list of content with chapter titles and page number reference. The report is to be delivered in both word and pdf format. 

5 Budget
5.1 Common pot
For each of the topics the total budget is 435 000 euro for the topic 1 (emerging risk) and 425 000 euro for the topic 2 (pathogen free). The expectation is to fund 1-3 projects in each topic. In general the budget condition is full cost with a funding rate of maximum 100%.
When a contract is signed by both parties (project coordinator/consortium leader and Nordic Innovation Centre) a lump sum of 50% of the budget can be invoiced. An additional 25% will be paid on submission of a draft final report. The final payment is due when the final reports are accepted.
5.2 Distributed pot

The overall budget of this call is approx. 1.5 million euros. The total budget for each project has to fit in the national/regional rules. A contract has to be signed by the responsible agency before the first payments can be transferred.
5.2.1 National funding procedures

i. Basque Country (DAPA)

Funding modalities:

Funding will be provided to the Basque participants according to the rules of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food of the Basque Government up to 100% of eligible costs.

ii Cyprus (RPF)
Funding modalities:

Funding will be provided according to the rules and procedures of the Research Promotion Foundation (Funding regulations of national programme ‘Thematic Actions’). Maximum funding is 75% of total eligible costs.

Detailed national requirements:

More information can be obtained from the Foundation’s website at
http://www.research.org.cy/index.php?s=7&p=6
iii Germany (BFR)
Funding modalities:

Funding will be provided according to the AC model (additional costs with indirect flat rate costs) of the European Union. In this model eligible direct costs and a flat rate for indirect costs are charged. The flat rate applied is 20 % of all direct eligible costs minus the cost of sub-contracts which is deemed to cover any indirect costs incurred under the project.

iv UK (FSA)

Funding modalities:

Funding will be provided according to the standard research requirement procedures of the Food Standards Agency at 100% of eligible costs.

Detailed national requirements:

Detailed information can be found in the research requirements documents regularly published on the FSA website at 

www.food.gov.uk/science/research/researchfunding/rrd
v Netherlands (LNV)

Funding modalities:

Funding will be provided to Dutch participants in a project according to the rules of the

Department of Knowledge of LNV.

Maximum funding is 100% of eligible costs for research institutes/universities.

Industry is excluded.
vi Nordic Council of Ministers
Funding modalities:

Funding will be provided to the Nordic participants in a project on condition that Nordic Added Value can be achieved, i.e. usually three Nordic countries should participate. Funding can supplement national funding, and may account up to max. 50 % of eligible costs for participant. Rules of the Nordic Council of Ministers will apply. 

 
Detailed regional requirements:
Information can be found on the webpage of the Nordic Council of Ministers: http://www.norden.org/livsm/uk/index.asp?lang=6 . 

vii Norway (RCN)

Funding modalities:

Funding will be provided according to the rules of the Food Research Programme of RCN. Maximum funding is 50% of total eligible costs.
viii Finland (Tekes)

Funding modalities:

Funding will be provided according to the rules and procedures of the Finnish Funding Agency for Technology and Innovation (Tekes). 

Detailed national requirements:

Detailed information in Finland is accessible on the webpage of Tekes http://www.tekes.fi/eng/tekes/rd/  
ix Portugal (FCT)

Funding modalities:

Contact José Empis, jempis@iniap.min-agricultura.pt
x Iceland (Rannis)

Funding modalities:

Funding will be provided according to the rules and procedures of the Technological Development Fund (Tækniþróunarsjóður). Maximum funding is 50% of total eligible costs, up to ISK 10.000.000 annually.

Detailed national requirements:

Detailed information in Icelandic is accessible on the webpage of RANNIS,

http://www.rannis.is/sjodir/taeknithrounarsjodur/ 

xi Latvia

Funding Modalities

Contact Dace Santare, dace.santare@pvd.gov.lv

6. Contact informations

6.1 The common pot for EMERGING RISK

	
	Contactperson

	Germany
	Christel Zimmermann, Federal Institute for Risk Assessment, 
Thielallee 88-92, 
D-14195 Berlin.

+49 30 8412 3532

Christel.zimmermann@bfr.bund.de 

	NICe
	Hilde Helgesen

Stensbergata 25

NO-0170 Oslo

Tel: (+47) 416 86 571
h.helgesen@nordicinnovation.net

	Netherlands
	Tibbe Breimer, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality, 
P O Box 20401, 
2500 EK The Hague, Netherlands.
Email: t.breimer@minlnv.nl 

	Norway
	Johs. Kjosbakken, 

Department for Innovation Systems and Commercialication

Division for Innovation

The Research Council of Norway

POB 2700 St. Hanshaugen, 
N-0131 Oslo.

Telefon/Phone: +47 22 03 71 14/+47 92 81 25 23

jkj@forskningsradet.no 

	Portugal
	José Empis, 
President, INIAP, 
Rua Barata Salgueiro, no 37-4

1250-042 Lisboa 
Portugal
Tel: +351 21 313 17 41
jempis@iniap.min-agricultura.pt 

	Iceland
	Oddur Már Gunnarsson

Rannis

Laugavegi 13

101  Reykjavík

ICELAND

Tel: +354 515 5801

GSM: +354 899 3433

E-mail: omg@rannis.is


6.2 The common pot for Pathogen Free Production Chain
	UK
	Alisdair Wotherspoon

Research Coordination Unit, Food Standards Agency, Aviation House, 125 Kingsway, London WC2B 6NH, UK

Alisdair.wotherspoon@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk

	NICe
	Mads Peter Schreiber
Stensbergata 25

NO-0170 Oslo

Tel: (+47) 482 87 757

m.schreiber@nordicinnovation.net 

	Basque Country
	Martin Ascacibar Gregorio, 
Dirección de Innovación y Desarrollo Tecnológico 

Departamento de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación del Gobierno Vasco

C/Donostia-San Sebastiàn, n 1, 

01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz, Basque Country

Telephone: + 34 945 019652

m-ascacibar@ej-gv.es

	Sweden
	Maria Landgren, 
VINNOVA, 
SE-101-58, Stockholm, 
Sweden.
Telephone: +46 8 473 3156

Maria.Landgren@vinnova.se 

	Norway
	Johs. Kjosbakken, 

Department for Innovation Systems and Commercialication

Division for Innovation

The Research Council of Norway

POB 2700 St. Hanshaugen, 
N-0131 Oslo.

Telefon/Phone: +47 22 03 71 14/+47 92 81 25 23

jkj@forskningsradet.no

	Cyprus
	Leda Skoufari-Themistou, 
P.O.Box 23422, 
1683, Nicosia, 
Cyprus.
tel.+357 22660292
E-mail: leda@research.org.cy

	Iceland
	Oddur Már Gunnarsson

Rannis

Laugavegi 13

101  Reykjavík

ICELAND

Tel: +354 515 5801

GSM: +354 899 3433

E-mail: omg@rannis.is


6.3 The distributed pot Foodborne Zoonoses

	Germany
	Christel Zimmermann, Federal Institute for Risk Assessment, 
Thielallee 88-92, 
D-14195 Berlin.

+49 30 8412 3532

Christel.zimmermann@bfr.bund.de

	UK
	Alisdair Wotherspoon

Research Coordination Unit, Food Standards Agency, Aviation House, 125 Kingsway, London WC2B 6NH, UK

Alisdair.wotherspoon@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk

	NCM
	Bente Stærk, Nordic Council of Ministers, 
Store Strandstræde 18, 
DK-1255 Copenhagen K, Denmark
Tel.: +45 33 96 02 43

bs@norden.org 

	Netherlands
	Tibbe Breimer, 
Ministry of Agricultur, Nature and Food Quality, 
P O Box 20401, 
2500 EK The Hague, 
Netherlands.
Email: t.breimer@minlnv.nl 

	NICe
	Mads Peter Schreiber
Stensbergata 25

NO-0170 Oslo
Tel: (+47) 482 87 757

m.schreiber@nordicinnovation.net 

	Basque

Country
	Martin Ascacibar Gregorio, 
Dirección de Innovación y Desarrollo Tecnológico 

Departamento de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación del Gobierno Vasco

C/Donostia-San Sebastiàn, n 1, 

01010 Vitoria-Gasteiz, Basque Country.

Telephone: + 34 945 019652

m-ascacibar@ej-gv.es

	Norway
	Johs. Kjosbakken, 

Department for Innovation Systems and Commercialication

Division for Innovation

The Research Council of Norway

POB 2700 St. Hanshaugen, 
N-0131 Oslo.

Telefon/Phone: +47 22 03 71 14/+47 92 81 25 23

jkj@forskningsradet.no 

	Finland
	Raimo Pakkanen, PhD
Technology Director 
International Networks 
Tekes - the Finnish Funding Agency for Technology and Innovation 
P.O. Box 69, FI-00101 Helsinki
Tel: +358-10-605 5829/+358-50-5577 829 
FAX: +358-10-605 5904 
E-mail:  Raimo.Pakkanen@tekes.fi 

	Portugal
	José Empis, 

President, INIAP, 

Rua Barata Salgueiro, no 37-4

1250-042 Lisboa 
Portugal
Tel: +351 21 313 17 41
jempis@iniap.min-agricultura.pt 

	Cyprus
	Leda Skoufari-Themistou, 
P.O.Box 23422, 
1683, Nicosia, 
Cyprus.
tel.+357 22660292
E-mail: leda@research.org.cy 

	Iceland
	Oddur Már Gunnarsson

Rannis

Laugavegi 13

101  Reykjavík

ICELAND

Tel: +354 515 5801

GSM: +354 899 3433

E-mail: omg@rannis.is

	Latvia
	Dace Santare

Deputy Director,

Division of Research and Information Analysis 

Food Centre of FVS

36 Kr. Valdemara Street,

Riga, LV-1010,

Latvia

Phone: +371 7021780

Mob.: +371 29463913

dace.santare@pvd.gov.lv


7. Application Form
This application form has to be used in both common pots and in the distributed pot. The application form in the common pot is the only form. In the distributed pot the application form maybe supplemented by national/regional additional form, please see the subject 5.2.

The application form will as an interactive tool be available at www.safefoodera.net latest 18th October 2006.

	1.1 PROJECTINFORMATION


	Projecttitle
	New application

	Project start
	

	Project end
	

	Application for topic 
	

	
Project title
We want a title that is short, but descriptive
Max 2000 characters

CONTACT ADDRESS


	
	Project owner
	Project coordinator/consortium leader

	Firstname
	
	

	Lastname
	
	

	Title
	
	

	Companyname
	
	

	Address 1  
	
	

	Address 2
	
	

	Zip
	
	

	City
	
	

	Country
	
	

	Phone
	
	

	Fax
	
	

	E-mailaddress
	
	

	Web
	
	

	Project owner
Legal organisation for the project coordinator. Is responsible for the project and enters into an agreement with SAFEFOODERA/NICe on behalf of the project participants. 

Please copy the table for all partners (only the project coordinator/consortium leader includes “project owner”).

	1.2 Summary page

Max 4000 characters

	2.1 Scientific and technological objective and the state of the art
Max 8000 characters

	
2.2 Relevance of the objective to the priorities in the SAFEFOODERA selected topics
Max 4000 characters

	2.3 Potential impact
How is the impact protecting consumers against health risk
Max 8000 characters

	
3.1 Quality assurance

Outline the QA procedures which will be used in the execution of the project and its management
Max 8000 characters

	
3.2 A plan of follow up on results
Max 8000 characters


	
3.3 SUCCESS CRITERIA

Success criteria
When the project is ended, what must the project have achieved in order for it to be a success?

Max 4000 characters


	
4.1 ORGANIZATION OF PROJECT

Organization of project
Describe how the project will be organized when it comes to responsibility and contribution. Who will form the core of the project? List any reference persons, or others that are connected to the project, as well as their position in the project. 
Max 8000 characters
 

	4.2 Workprogram 

Desription of task and role of partners
Max 256000 characters

	
4.3 DELIVERABLES
Deliverables
List concrete activities that will be carried through in the project and that are central activities for the project to reach it’s objectives. Indicate date for when the activities will take place, if possible. Dates are written in the following manner: dd.mm.yyyy
Max 256000 characters

	
4.4 COMMUNICATION PLAN

Communication plan
Please answer the following two questions:

· Which businesses/organisations are the main target group for your project results? 

· How do you plan to communicate with them? (I.e. through conferences, press releases, work-shops, e-mail)

Be specific in describing the target groups and communication activities
Max 8000 characters

	4.5 Ressources for the project (personal and laboratories)

Max 256000 characters

	
BUDGET 

One table in total and one table per partner. Please note that SAFEFOODERA don’t refund VAT.


	Cost

2007

2008

Total

Time (man hours per researcher category (ass., jr, sr etc))

Salary (incl. Overhead) per researcher category (ass., jr, sr etc)

External services

Equipment and materials

Meetings and travels

Information

Sum

Financing

Own
Other
Public
SAFEFOODERA

Sum



	


05.09-2006





Sign. 


8. General Terms and Conditions

General terms and conditions for common pot call in SAFEFOODERA

These are the general terms and conditions for contracts between the Nordic Innovation Centre (NICe) and projects in which one or more participants have received grants from the common pot of the SAFEFOODERA call. In all situations for this document NICe represents the SAFEFOODERA.

The contract documentation includes the general terms and conditions and the annexes listed in the text of the contract for the individual contract. These annexes are 
· Project Deliveries (Annex 1), 
· Project Participants (Annex 2), 
· Economy (Annex 3), 
· Milestone Plan (Annex 4), 
· Special Terms and Conditions (Annex 5) and 
· Cooperation Agreement (Annex 6).

The general terms and conditions are applicable to all project contracts entered into by NICe. If an agreement is made that deviates from the general terms and conditions, the annexes to the contract shall so note. In such cases the annexes shall take precedence over the general terms and conditions. No agreement may be made in the cooperation agreement that is contrary to the general terms and conditions; in such cases the provisions of the general terms and conditions shall take precedence over the cooperation agreement.

The contract is not valid until all sections of the agreement have been completed, which includes all project participants signing the cooperation agreement. 

The contract is subject to Norwegian law.

1.0 Project Structure

Annex 2 specifies the project owner, project coordinator/consortium leader and project participants. Annex 6 consists of the cooperation agreement, which regulates the division of responsibility between the project owner and project participants. The project owner signs a contract with NICe on behalf of the project. The division of responsibility between the project owner and project participants is regulated in the cooperation agreement.

1.1 Project Owner 

The project owner is the legal owner of the project. The project owner is responsible for the project and enters into an agreement with NICe on behalf of the project participants. The project owner delegates the daily operation of the project and appoints a project coordinator/consortium leader for the project. 

1.2 Project Coordinator/consortium leader
The daily management of the project is carried out by the project coordinator/consortium leader on behalf of the project owner. The project coordinator/consortium leader is responsible for keeping the coordinating advisor at NICe informed of the progress of the project. Even if documents and e-mails have been received by NICe, they will not be considered as received until NICe has informed the project coordinator/consortium leader of their receipt in writing.

The project coordinator/consortium leader obligates the partnership covered by the cooperation agreement. The project coordinator/consortium leader is therefore responsible for embedding in the partnership any supplemental agreements entered into. Messages that NICe sends to the project coordinator/consortium leader will be considered to have been received by all the project participants.

If a project has sub-projects, a manager must be selected for each individual sub-project. The project coordinator/consortium leader is responsible for keeping NICe informed as to who is a sub-project coordinator.

The project coordinator/consortium leader and sub-project coordinators shall have documented skills and/or experience in leadership and project management. The project owner is responsible for ensuring that this is followed up.   

Neither the project participants nor project owner may select a new project coordinator/consortium leader without discussing this with NICe. NICe can compel participants to select a new project coordinator/consortium leader, should the circumstances so require. NICe shall be kept informed on an ongoing basis as to who is working on the project among the individual project participants.

The project number and title must appear on all correspondence from the project coordinator/consortium leader/project owner to NICe.

1.3 Steering Group

In projects of a certain size, or in cases where NICe or one of the project participants so demands, an individual steering group must be set up for the project.

The steering group shall be chosen by the project participants, and is responsible for the implementation and management of the project. The composition and authority of the steering group shall be agreed upon and stated in the cooperation agreement. 

NICe has the right to participate as a member of the steering group at any time it deems it necessary. The project coordinator/consortium leader is responsible for ensuring that NICe receives all notices and minutes for steering group meetings within the project on an ongoing basis. 

1.4 Contact at NICe

The coordinating advisor at NICe will be the project's formal point of contact at NICe. The coordinating advisor is the person who has countersigned the contract on behalf of NICe. If NICe decides to change its coordinating advisor, NICe shall be obligated to notify the project thereof without undue delay. 

In addition to the coordinating advisor, persons from NICe's communication and administrative departments will be involved in the project activities where appropriate. 

2.0 Project Conditions

Funds are pledged subject to the condition that the national/regionalfunding partnerssupporting the call put sufficient funds at NICe's disposal, that no changes in government regulations (laws, provisions, standards, etc.) of importance to the implementation of the project or changes contrary to the conditions of the given pledge take place, and that no other unexpected circumstances arise that are beyond NICe's control. 

In such cases, the pledge shall become void without any liability on the part of NICe. 

2.1 Period of Validity

The contract has been prepared in two originals, of which NICe retains one and the project coordinator/consortium leader, the other. The project coordinator/consortium leader shall distribute copies of the contract to the other project participants.

The contract shall remain in effect for five years after the project completion date. It shall also be binding upon those who have countersigned the contract through the cooperation agreement, but have for some reason withdrawn from the cooperation.

 The agreements and provisions regarding the rights to the project results shall continue to apply after the contract has expired.

2.2 Material changes in the project

Material changes in the project must be approved by NICe and stated in a separate supplemental agreement signed by NICe and the project coordinator/consortium leader on behalf of the project. 

If the steering group, project coordinator/consortium leader or one of the project participants finds that the project cannot be implemented, either wholly or in part, in accordance with the plans that form the basis for NICe's pledge, or if any unforeseen problems arise that would entail significant extra costs if they were to be overcome, they must inform NICe in writing thereof without undue delay. In such cases, NICe reserves the right to cancel without delay all payments to and activities in the project in which it is involved.

Deadlines in the agreed Milestone Plan (Annex 4) that are not adhered to shall be viewed as material breaches of contract if the project has been unable to provide a reasonable explanation for the delay or a proposal for a revised Milestone Plan. 

2.3 Changes of lesser significance in the project

Agreements on internal changes of lesser significance between the participants in the project may be made between the project coordinator/consortium leader and the affected participants. NICe must be notified of such changes in writing. 

2.4 Subcontractors and equipment

The project participants undertake to enter into agreements with consultants, subcontractors and any other third parties they may engage to prevent same from having any rights to the project results.

Each individual party to the agreement shall be obligated to enter into agreements with their employees to the effect that inventions and other results within the project shall not accrue to the employee.

Unless otherwise agreed in the cooperation agreement or in the contract, the project participants shall be joint owners of the equipment and software bought or developed through the project using NICe funds. Within the scope of the contract and the provisions regarding the use of the project results, the steering group may decide what is to happen to the equipment when the project has been concluded.

This can include the steering group transferring the equipment to others. The individual project participant has no right to claim compensation in connection with such transfers. 

If the steering group is in disagreement, NICe shall decide who is to take over the equipment. In the event of breach of the contract, NICe may demand that the equipment be transferred to NICe without compensation. 

The project participants undertake to keep all types of equipment insured and in good condition. The equipment may not be pledged as security during the project period. 

2.5 Change of Ownership
NICe must be notified immediately in the event that any person or company acquires decisive direct or indirect control of one or more of the project participants by acquiring shares, through agreements or in any other manner. In such cases NICe shall be entitled to set new terms and conditions for continued funding. 

If, in the opinion of NICe, a change of ownership is in violation of the project's original intention, NICe may demand that the project coordinator/consortium leader in question transfer his/her rights to the project results to NICe, or that the grant received by the project participant in question be repaid in full. 

2.6 Supplemental Agreements

All material changes to the project must be stated in separate agreements as supplements to this contract. Supplemental agreements must be marked with the project number and serial number.

3.0 Project Implementation

The implementation of the project shall begin no later than two months from the date of the letter of pledge from NICe to the project coordinator/consortium leader, and be completed without undue delay. 

3.1 Milestone Plan

When a contract is entered into, the plan for implementing administrative and communication milestones shall be enclosed as Annex 4. The plan must contain the project's internal milestones as a supplement to the following compulsory milestone:
1. Project Start-Up
The first activity in the project shall be carried out within one months of the signing of the contract.

2. Project Start-Up Meeting/Kick-off

NICe shall summon the project coordinator/consortium leader to a project start-up meeting, which will address issues of relevance with respect to project management and informational activities, and provide information on NICE's administrative routines. Travel and lodging expenses shall be covered internally by the project.

3. Communication plan finalized

The communication plan must describe how the project is to achieve its goals and specify the target groups for the communication work.

The project participants undertake to draw up a communication plan, and to revise and update it on an ongoing basis in a manner consistent with the progress of the project. NICe reserves the right to demand at any time that this communication plan be updated. The project coordinator/consortium leader shall then update the plan in cooperation with NICe and the other participants without undue delay and send it to NICe. 
4. Project Finalization Meeting

NICe shall summon the project coordinator/consortium leader to a project finalization meeting at which the project's concluding phase shall be discussed with regard to the communication plan, reporting and other plans. Travel and lodging expenses shall be covered internally by the project. 

5. Final Report
The project shall produce a final report within the date of the conclusion of the project. The final report must follow the SAFEFOODERA conditions. 

6. Project end date

The project end date is the date when the agreed deliveries have been made and the final report submitted. If the project has fulfilled the agreed delivery requirements, NICe will pay the final instalment. 

NICe must be informed of and approve any changes in the Milestone Plan. In cases where the Milestone Plan (including communication plan) is not adhered to, payments from NICe will cease to be made. Deviations from compulsory items must be clarified in the project Milestone Plan, Chapter 4.

Any special requirements for the project must be stated in the special terms and conditions of the contract, Annex 5.

NICe may demand at any point that the project coordinator/consortium leader present the project or its results to NICe. 

3.2 Project deliverables
A short description of the individual deliverables in the project must be provided in Annex 1. These are to be marked as D1, D2, etc. and entered in the Milestone Plan in Annex 4. “Deliverables” refer to everything from final expert reports to key activities in the project, including result dissemination activities.

3.3 Information Exchange

The parties to the agreement undertake to engage in an open and mutual exchange of information regarding all conditions of significance to the execution of the project, including the implementation of the project, results achieved, discovered problems and other deviations. 

Unless otherwise agreed between the project participants, each participant may freely publish his/her own project results during the project period. The results must also be sent to the advisor at NICe during that period. Publications should be noted ahead of time, not as a clearance function. SAFEFOODERA/NICe has an opportunity to comments on the publication. 

3.4 Confidentiality

Should any exchange of confidential information take place during the contract period, it may take place only in writing, and the information must be marked "Confidential”. The recipient of such information undertakes not to pass on the information or use it contrary to the contractual conditions and assumptions, and to store the information received in such a manner that it cannot be accessed by unauthorised persons.the nature and duration of confidentiality must be clearly identified. Where there is a statutory requirement to disclose information, any such disclosure will not be deemed as a breach of contract.
4.0 Results and rights

All results from projects in which NICe has invested funds shall be publicly accessible unless otherwise agreed by the parties. 

4.1 Publishing Results

All publications are public.
4.2. Use of project results

The individual project participants shall have a right of first refusal on patenting or in any other manner protecting the results of their contributions to the project, and on using the results.

Prior to the conclusion of the project, the project participants must notify SAFEFOODERA/NICe in writing of their desire to assume rights or to use the results or parts thereof. This deadline may be extended in special cases. SAFEFOODERA/NICe have the final decision.

4.3 Project results and ownership

Rights to project results may pertain to patentable inventions, methods, formulas, recipes or patterns, software and other systematised data, along with other similar elements that may be of financial value.

The way in which the formal ownership of the results is to be regulated is set out below. Those project participants not receiving grants from NICe are also bound by these provisions.

Those parts of the project results which can be identified as individual rights shall belong to the party to the agreement that developed said part of the project result, unless otherwise agreed.

If two or more parties have collaborated on the development of a part of the project results that can be identified as an individual right, those participants shall co-own that part of the project results, unless otherwise agreed.

The participants shall be co-owners, with shares corresponding to each participant's share of the total work performed to achieve the part of the project result in question, unless otherwise agreed.

Research results shall be co-owned by the project participants, with co-ownership in equal parts, unless otherwise agreed.

4.4. Exclusive rights to results and patents

Project participants wishing to use the results of their contribution exclusively must enter into an agreement to such effect with NICe. 

In the absence of an agreement with NICe, a holder of rights may not sell rights or grant licensing rights to any enterprises or institutions. 
NICe is the owner of the “results” on behalf of SAFEFOODERA and will in all respect and protect the interest of SAFEFOODERA.


4.5 Conflicting activities 

Prior to the start of the project, the individual project participants shall notify the other participants of any research activities, product development or other projects in which they are engaged or plan to be engaged that may come into conflict with the objectives of the cooperative project regulated by this agreement.

5.0 Economy

Decisions on project funding are made by Funders Board, and the amount is set in euro. The grant has a ceiling in terms of both an amount and a set share of the approved project costs; cf. Annex 3 of the contract. 

5.1 Budget

The project budget (Annex 3) shows the division of funds among the project participants per year, and disbursements will be made with reference thereto. Changes in the budget during the course of the project that exceed 10% of the total budget or 20% of a single item must be submitted to and approved by NICe.

If the costs incurred by the project participants in the project or parts thereof turn out to be lower than the approved cost ceiling, the amount of the grant will be reduced to NICe's percentage of the real costs, based on an audited and approved final accounting.

If the real costs exceed those budgeted, no increase in NICe's funding of the project will be made. 

5.2 Disbursement

For projects of up to one year's duration: 

After a contract has been entered into, projects of up to one year's duration may request disbursement of up to 50% of the grant. 25% is disbursed with the final research report and the remaining 25% is disbursed on the project completion date provided that the report has been accepted. The requirements for disbursement is that all delivery requirements have been fulfilled and that final reports, including project accounts, have been approved.

The project contract must be signed by the project coordinator/consortium leader, NICe's administrative director, and the advisor before the first payment is made. 

Funds are disbursed against invoice. Project participants must submit invoices to the project coordinator/consortium leader, who approves them and submits a collective invoice to NICe in accordance with the rules for disbursement of grants set out in these general terms and conditions.

The project coordinator/consortium leader is obligated to disburse project funds to the participants as quickly as possible. 
5.3 Cessation of obligation to disburse
As a supplement to and explication of the aforementioned conditions regarding the cessation of the obligation to disburse the grant or any remaining portion thereof, the obligation to all project participants shall cease in the event that

a)
project accounts have not been kept satisfactorily by one or more of the project participants,

b)
the project does not meet the agreed delivery requirements,

c)
work on the project does not follow the agreed structure, and the changes have not been approved in writing by NICe,

d)
work on the project has been discontinued or given a lower priority by one or more of


the project participants. The same applies to significant delays in the project.

e)
A final report with project accounts has not been supplied in accordance with the contract.

5.4 Repayment

NICe may demand immediate repayment of funds disbursed to a project participant in the event that:

a)
the project participant in question has provided incorrect or insufficient information regarding circumstances of importance to NICe's commitment or to the disbursement,

b)
the funds or portions thereof have been used to cover costs other than those agreed,

c)
the project participant has not fulfilled his/her part of the cooperation agreement between the participants,

d)any other material breach of this contract occurs,

e)
a final report with project accounts has not been submitted in accordance with the Milestone Plan in the contract.

5.5 Project Accounts

Each project participant shall keep their own accounts of their actual costs. The accounts shall contain the project participant's total costs and the same items as the approved budget. 

Costs incurred prior to the starting date for the project established in the contract may not be included in the cost documentation.

The project coordinator/consortium leader shall see to it that each individual project participant keeps project accounts in accordance with NICe's guidelines. In addition, the project coordinator/consortium leader must keep an overall account for the entire project, based on the individual accounts, and keep an account of coordinating costs. Coordinating costs shall be entered as a separate item in the overall accounting. 
When the project has been completed, the project coordinator/consortium leader shall be obligated to submit a final account approved by an accountant to NICe. This is part of the project's administrative reporting requirement (see Item 3.2).

The project coordinator/consortium leader is directly responsible to NICe for each individual project participant's disposition of NICe's grant.

6.0 Cessation, disputes and inspection

If the cooperation between the project participants ceases before the project has been concluded (see Milestone Plan, Annex 4), the affected participants and project coordinator/consortium leaders shall be obligated to notify NICe immediately thereof, and to provide information in writing as to how the project may potentially proceed.

The same applies when a significant part of the cooperation comes to a halt contrary to the plans for the project. In such situations NICe shall not be obligated to make any further disbursements to the project participants, and may demand repayment of funds already disbursed. 

6.1 Disputes

If a dispute arises out of this Contract, which cannot be amicably settled within the SAFEFOODERA, the parties undertake to settle it by mediation pursuant to the Rules of the Arbitration and Dispute Resolution Institute of the Oslo Chamber of Commerce 
in force at any time. If the dispute has not been settled by such Mediation within sixty (60) days of its request by one of the parties, and the parties have not agreed to extend that time period, the dispute shall be settled by Arbitration pursuant to the Rules of the Arbitration and Dispute Resolution Institute of the Oslo Chamber of Commerce in force at any time. The Arbitration tribunal shall consist of three (3) arbitrators and the proceedings shall be conducted in the English language. 

The arbitration award shall be final and binding upon the Parties, not subject to appeal, and honoured by the Parties without having resort to any court. If the award is not carried out voluntarily and without delay, it may be referred to and enforced by any court having jurisdiction over the subject matter or any of the Parties or their assets.

6.2 Checks and inspection

Project participants shall consent to the checks of the project that NICe may decide upon from time to time, including those made to determine that funds are being used as agreed.
The project participants must produce relevant documentation at the request of NICe. NICe may also inspect the project books as necessary.

NICe may, on its own initiative, carry out inspections of a project at times determined at NICE’s own discretion. The project participants undertake to make all the relevant documents and annexes included in the project available to those appointed as inspectors by NICe. 

�  A food or feed borne hazard that may in the future present a risk for human health. Emerging risks can be due to: 1) unidentified new form(s) of a (group of) known hazard(s), 2) not-well characterised hazard, 3) characterised hazard not previously associated with feed or food or 4) re-emerging hazard and/or new exposure routes.


�  A pre-early warning system aimed at identifying proactively a (re-)emerging hazard and consequently preventing that this hazard becomes a risk.


�  An entity that indicates (or is actually, directly or indirectly, related to) the possibility of the occurrence of an emerging hazard/risk. For example, the amount of rainfall at a certain period during cultivation or the mortality rate of farm animals during a certain period.


�  Areas (disciplines) of interest inside and outside the food supply chains that have a direct or a more remote influence on the emergence of hazards and/or risks.  In the context of this call the influential sectors nature & environment, public health & welfare and agriculture are of interest.





� � HYPERLINK "http://www.chamber.no/tekster.cfm?artid=52" ��http://www.chamber.no/tekster.cfm?artid=52�  





Page 29 of 29

The 6th October 2006


[image: image1][image: image2.jpg]FGD

excellence in food safety




