
[image: image1]

SAFEFOODERA status report 01.10.2005

Executive summary

The SAFEFOODERA project, with 21 participants from 18 countries, was started on August 1st 2004 with The Nordic InnovationCentre as the project coordinator. The first consortium meeting was held in Kranskja Gora, Slovenia on September 23rd 2004 to initiate the European Steering Committee (ESC), the Project Management Group (PMG) and to start the process of creating trust and mutual understanding in the consortium. 

The SAFEFOODERA web site (www.safefoodera.net) was launched in November 2004, and is used as the main communication tool between the project meetings. Following the meeting in Kranskja Gora defined guidelines for the continuous interaction between ESC and a future European Expert Advisory Group (EEAG) were developed and concluded among the partners by using the web site. The final document was published in the news segment of the open part of the web site. Three questionnaires, to be used for basic exchange of information and for comparison of activities and management of governmental funded national/regional food safety research, were initiated during workshops in Kranskja Gora and further developed by PMG before distribution to the participants through the web site. 

All participants have responded to the questionnaires as requested, and the results were presented at the second ESC meeting in Bergen, Norway on September 1st 2005. Food safety activities in the participating countries, ongoing or ended in 2004, in the topics “Emerging risks”, “Risk analysis”, “Contaminants”, “Traceability” and “Pathogens” were reported and clustered by using a European map with colours to indicate individual activity frequencies from low (blue, green), medium (yellow, orange) to high (red). During the ESC meeting in Bergen the maps were used in workshops aiming to select joint strategic research topics for a planned pilot call for proposals. The topics will be further analysed by using representative working groups.   

The responses to the management questionnaire were used in workshops aiming to select evaluation criteria for project funding and to discuss the management of the pilot call both before and after project funding. The prioritised evaluation criteria were: 1) Relevance according to the call, 2) The chances for achieving the objectives, 3) Scientific quality, 4) Value for money and 5) Enhancing international collaborative work. The ESC prioritised the financial model “Common pot” before “Distributed pot” to be used when launching the pilot call, and recommended that the future cooperation platform of SAFEFOODERA should primarily be developed by using the ERA-NET+ opportunity, while keeping the Article 169 as an option.

The relationship with EFSA has evolved very positively during the first year of SAFEFOODERA. Joint meetings have been held in Kransjka Gora, Istanbul, Parma and Bergen, and we intend to continue to consult with EFSA while developing SAFEFOODERA. A strategy for the future expansion of SAFEFOODERA was also discussed by the ESC. The authorities of Austria, Greece, Ireland and Spain have been invited to participate in the SAFEFOODERA project. However, the Commission rejected a common application for extra money for expansion. The five countries Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, The Czech Republic and Slovak Republic have also been consulted regarding their possible entry into the SAFEFOODERA. 
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